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With a new government grant,
global carbon project developer
Value Network Ventures is plan-
ning to hire more people in Singa-
pore and trial an eco-friendly rice
farming method in parts of South-
east Asia that could also produce
carbon credits.
The method will involve period-

ically drying padi fields instead of
keeping them in a continuously
flooded state, which emits more
methane, a planet-warming green-
house gas 80 times more potent
than carbon dioxide.
The methane reduction can be

monetised as credits that carbon
tax-paying companies or the Singa-
pore Government could potentially
buy to offset a portion of their
emissions. This rice farming prac-
tice also saves water, enabling food
production in water-scarce and
drought-hit regions.
On May 22, Value Network Ven-

tureswas oneof twocarbonproject
developers to receive the second

set of the Economic Development
Board’s (EDB) Carbon Project De-
velopment Grant.
The other recipient was US-

headquartered Anew Climate,
which recently set up office in Sin-
gapore and has been running car-
bon projects for 20 years.
The EDB grant – which is an un-

disclosed total amount – aims to
support companies in performing
early-stage carbon project develop-
ment and financing activities that
could generate high-quality cred-
its.
In 2025, the first set of three

grant recipients was announced:
climate solutions provider 3De-
grees, project developer Climate
Bridge International, and environ-
mental non-profit The Nature Con-
servancy.
The grant recipients will conduct

feasibility trials for carbon projects
in the 11 countries that Singapore
has existing carbon trading pacts
with, as well as those in the early
stages of such agreements. The 11
countries include the Philippines,
Vietnam and Rwanda.
ValueNetworkVentures co-foun-

der Sandeep Roy Choudhury said
the firm intends to use the grant
money to beef up its Singapore
team, which currently comprises
two management-level staff.
“We need the new hires to build

up skills in documentation, issuing
credits andmanaging projects. Sin-
gapore is a hub for carbonmarkets,
but not so much project develop-
ment yet,” he added.
The firm will also explore pro-

jects in agroforestry and blue car-
bon, among other nature-based so-
lutions.
Blue carbon ecosystems, such as

mangroves, sea grasses, peatlands
and coastalwetlands, can store car-
bonup to four timesmoreefficient-
ly than forests on land.
The grant recipients were an-

nounced on May 22 during the fi-
nale of a blue carbon innovation
challenge to unlock global techno-
logical solutions to better protect
and restore marine and coastal
habitats.
The Blue Catalyst challenge – or-

ganised by the World Wide Fund
for Nature (WWF) Singapore and
aquaculture investment firmHatch
Blue – drew over 130 applications
from start-ups and technology pro-
viders from 37 countries.
Ten finalistswere selected topar-

ticipate in a two-week accelerator

programme hosted in Singapore,
where they learnt from practitio-
ners across conservation, finance
and technology, to findout the real-
ities of on-field project develop-
ment in South-east Asia.
The finalists brought solutions

across areas such as geospatial
mapping, carbon stock modelling
and biodiversity monitoring.
These technologies could be pi-

loted in WWF-Singapore’s Blue
Carbon Support Programme,
which aims to overcome hurdles in
conserving and restoring man-
groves and seagrass across Asia.
Globally, 50per cent ofmangrove

restoration projects fail because of
high saplingmortality, poor project
design and lack of scalability.
One area the technologies can be

tested in is the Rajang River Delta
in Sarawak, home to mangrove for-
ests and the endangered Irrawaddy
dolphins.
WWF is developing mangrove

conservation and restoration pro-
jects in the area, and satellite tech-
nology can be used to frequently
track the survival rate of saplings
and carbon storage of project sites,
said Mr Rueban Manokara, the or-
ganisation’s global lead for the car-
bon finance andmarkets task force.
He cited Kumi Analytics, a local

firm that combines satellite imag-

ery and artificial intelligence to
help project developers identify
suitable planting sites and monitor
them more efficiently.
WWF’sMrManokara said: “More

than 130 technologies are now part
of the toolkit on what we can bring
to the landscape to help the local
communities improve and protect
their land.”
Switzerland’s Inverto Earth is an-

other shortlisted firm that has cre-
ated a biodegradable and pointed
container to anchor mangrove
seeds, or propagules, directly into
the soil using drones. Each capsule
also holds additional nutrients sup-
porting early root growth and see-
dling formation. A type of gel is
used to coat the seeds to protect
them from disease.
Most projects rear saplings in

nurseries before replanting them,
but that is a costly undertaking,
said InvertoEarth’s chief executive,
Dr Jurg Germann. Their solution
can reduce the costs by half, while
increasing the seeds’ survival by 40
per cent, comparedwith just plant-
ing seeds manually.
A month ago, the firm planted

1,000 Grey mangrove seeds using
theirmethod in theRed Sea gulf re-
gion.
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Pre-school teacherswill getmore
support to manage children with
different learning and develop-
mental needs, with a new set of
resources developed by NTUC
First Campus (NFC).
The Inclusion Toolkit,

launched onMay 22, comprises a
handbook of practical strategies,
along with three kinds of fidget
toys and visual cue cards.
It aims to equip teachers with

knowledge to manage children’s
behaviour and respond to a range
of needs, while helping them
with emotional regulation.
The handbook contains infor-

mation on behaviours a child
might be displaying, from throw-
ing a tantrum to being restless.
Teachers can match what they
observe in the classroom to the
specific scenarios and apply the
suggested steps.
Every approach starts with

“Keep CALM”, a strategy devel-
oped by NFC. It stands for “com-
ing down to the child’s level, ac-
knowledging their feelings, lis-
tening without interrupting, and
modelling the calm behaviour”.
The materials were developed

byNFC’s own teamof curriculum
and child support specialists,
with input from more than 50
educators across 12 pre-schools.
Mr Justin Ang, chief executive

ofNFC, said the toolkit is part of a
“broader journey” to strengthen
inclusive practices across its cen-
tres and contribute to a more in-
clusive pre-school sector.
“In many ways, these are sim-

ply good early childhood practic-
es. Because, when inclusion is
embedded into daily interaction
and learning, it strengthens the
learning experience for every
child in the classroom,” he said at
NFC’s Development Day, an an-
nual event for educators to ex-
change best practices and partic-
ipate in upskilling workshops.
The event, attended by 7,000

educators and staff members,
was held atMarinaBay SandsEx-
po and Convention Centre.
NFC will gradually roll out the

toolkit across 186 centres under
its pre-school brands, including
My First Skool.
A spokesperson forNFC said its

funding partner, NTUC Com-
munity Fund, will share the re-
sources with the wider early
childhood sector from 2027.
Ms Jalena Tay, a 26-year-old

English language teacher at My
First Skool at Waterway Point,
described an instance of a child
being overwhelmed and throw-
ing toys.Childcare specialists had
previously shared strategies to
manage such behaviour.
“I remembered to stay very

calm, and gave him his own
space. When I saw a de-escala-
tion, I gently held his hand and
told him, ‘Let’s pack together.’ I
also tried to redirect his attention
by asking questions.”
Senior early interventionist

Corrine Elizabeth Peters, 41, who
was involved in the development
of the toolkit, said that fidget toys
divert a child’s hands away from
other movements, like pushing
their friend.
Other strategies recommended

in the guide include using a timer
to help children take turns, and
pointing at visual cue cards with
instructions insteadof givingver-
bal reminders.
Teachers will be trained to use

the resources. The number of
toolkits allocated to each centre
will depend on its size.
Another item teachers can find

within thepackage is a deckof af-
firmation cards with words of
motivation for them.
“To build an inclusive class-

room, the teacher herself needs
to be emotionally regulated and
confident in what she’s doing,”
said Ms Peters.
Speaking at the event, Minister

of State for Social and Family De-
velopment Goh Pei Ming said
that NFC’s toolkit is in line with
the Quality Preschools 2030
plan, which aims to improve pre-
schools’ capabilities, their curric-
ula and skills of educators, among
other areas.
“We have to be a lot more in-

tentional about how lessons are
conducted, the environments in
which learning takes place, and
how activities are (designed),” he
said.
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