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Newcitizens shouldparticipate ac-
tively in the community by finding
ways to contribute to society, said
Prime Minister Lawrence Wong.
They can also do so by getting to

know their neighbours and build-
ing bonds with people of different
backgrounds, he added.
“By participating actively, you

will be Singapore citizens not just
in name, but also in spirit and
heart,” PM Wong said, adding that
those keen to find out more about
how they can contribute can ap-
proach their community and
grassroots leaders.
Becoming a citizen is making a

commitment to the shared values
of Singaporeans, he said, identify-
ingmulticulturalism as a key value,
with the country comprised of
people of different races, religions
and cultures.
“Instead of allowing differences

to divide us, we have chosen to em-
brace diversity as a strength,” he
said.
PM Wong was speaking at the

National Citizenship Ceremony,
held at the ITE College West aud-
itorium on Aug 31.
The ceremony saw 300 new Sin-

gapore citizens from Marsiling-
Yew Tee GRC receive their certif-
icates of citizenship, as well as af-
firm their commitment to the Re-
public and to working with fellow
Singaporeans to build a shared fu-
ture together.

Organised by the People’s Asso-
ciation and supported by the Na-
tional Integration Council, which
works to promote social cohesion
and integration, the National Citi-
zenship Ceremonywas first held in
2007 to showcase the significance
of citizenship.
New citizens are required to re-

ceive their citizenship certificates

either at the annual ceremony,
which constituencies take turns to
organise, or at other ceremonies
held at the group representation
constituency level.
Singapore takes in about

22,000 new citizens annually.
Accompanying PM Wong at the

event were his fellow Marsiling-
Yew Tee GRC MPs – Senior Minis-

ter of State for Defence Zaqy Mo-
hamad, North West Community
Development Council Mayor Alex
Yam and Ms Hany Soh – and for-
mer Marsiling-Yew Tee GRC MP
Ong Teng Koon.
In his speech, PM Wong high-

lighted two new citizens who have
contributed to Singapore society –
Nanyang Technological University

student Ye Htut Linn and regis-
tered nurse Ng Jie Ni.
Mr Linn arrived in Singapore

from Myanmar at the age of six
with his family and became a per-
manent resident in 2011.
The 24-year-old described be-

coming a citizen as an outgrowth
of having grown up here.
“My identity is Singaporean, so it

was just a natural thing to apply
(for citizenship),” he said.
Now in the second year of his ac-

countancy degree, Mr Linn is also
the co-founder of a marketing
agency, AmShots, and social enter-
prise Commenhers, which em-
ploys women such as homemakers
and seniors to upcycle textile
waste into bags and accessories.
“Personally, it givesme a sense of

belonging,” he said of his efforts to
give back to society.
Originally a Malaysian citizen,

Ms Ng first arrived in Singapore in
2011to pursue a diploma innursing.
After making the decision to

workhere, the 34-year-old said she
was impressed by the country’s
Covid-19 response and decided to
live here for the long term.
Now a nurse at Tan Tock Seng

Hospital, she began volunteering
at the Marsiling Zone 1 Residents’
Network in March and helps out
with activities at her church.
She said volunteering not only

gives her a chance to contribute,
but she also gains something from
others in return. “I can interact
with different people and the com-
munity, and I can learn from
them,” said Ms Ng, who is expect-
ing her first child in October.
New citizens are part of the Sin-

gapore story, PM Wong said.
“Always remember that the fu-

ture of Singapore is not written by
theGovernment alone. It is by all of
us together – citizens old and new,”
he added.
“With your commitment and

your contributions, we will keep
our Singapore spirit alive and take
our nation to even greater heights.”
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Ms Ng Jie Ni, 34, a nurse at Tan Tock Seng Hospital, and Mr Ye Htut Linn, 24, who is doing his accountancy degree at NTU, got their citizenship certificates on Aug 31. Ms
Ng volunteers at Marsiling Zone 1 Residents’ Network and Mr Linn is co-founder of a social enterprise. ST PHOTOS: NG SOR LUAN
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Be Singaporean not
just in name, but
also in spirit and
heart, he urges

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong
speaking at the National Citizenship
Ceremony at ITE College West.

More pre-schoolers in My First
Skool (MFS) centres from lower-
income families will get financial
aid to attend enrichment classes to
develop their self-confidence and
creativity.
In 2025, 10 more MFS centres in

Woodlands, Yishun, Tampines,
Bedok and Hougang were includ-
ed in the You’ve Got Talent pro-
gramme, which provides opportu-
nities for needy children.
The programme is now available

at 30 centres, up from 20 in 2024,
and reaches 530 children annual-
ly, up from 300 in 2023. Previous-
ly available only to Kindergarten 1
and 2 pupils, it is now also open to
Nursery 2 children at selected cen-
tres. Bright Horizons Fund, the
charity arm of MFS operator
NTUCFirst Campus (NFC), has set
aside $250,000 in 2025 for the
programme.
Started in 2015, You’ve Got Tal-

ent, which offers after-school
classes in sports, music and art,
has benefited close to 3,000 chil-
dren.
By 2028, all 162 centres in the

MFS network will be included in
the programme and thiswill bene-
fit about 1,200 children every year,
said NFC chief strategy and trans-
formation officer Louisa Chng.
The enrichment classes include

wushu, arts, music and move-
ment, speech and drama, and
most recently, aikido. NFC works
with various established vendors
to conduct the activities at the
MFS centres.
The classes cost $110 to $155 a

month for four sessions, and take
place at the pre-school centres
when the formal curriculum ends,
either at 4.30pm or 5pm.
Under the programme, pre-

schoolers from families with a
household income of less than
$4,500 can attend the weekly en-
richment classes free. Those with
a household income of between
$4,500 and $6,000 will have to
pay between $55 and $90 a
month.
Other pre-schools like E-Bridge

Pre-School provide similar subsi-
dies for children from needy fam-
ilies.
Since 2019, Nursery 2 to Kinder-

garten 2 children from lower-in-
come families at E-Bridge Pre-
School, run by EtonHouse, have
benefited from enrichment pro-
grammes sponsored by the Eton-
House Community Fund, a regis-
tered charity.
Each year, eligible children can

participate in at least one enrich-
ment programme – Stem (science,
technology, engineering and
mathematics), art, music, or
speech and drama.
In 2024, 525 children benefited

from this support, representing
more than 8 per cent of children
enrolled at E-Bridge.
Bright Horizons Fund has com-

mitted $5 million a year – starting
2025 – to supporting pre-school-
ers from lower-income families in
MFS centres in four areas: finan-
cial, learning and development,
health and well-being, and social.
You’ve Got Talent fills a gap in

developing children’s talents out-
side of academics, said Ms Chng.
“We want to nurture other tal-

ents and help them develop their
self-confidence and creativity,”
she said, adding that some fam-
ilies may not have the finances to
afford such programmes.
Apart from helping to prepare

children for Primary1, enrichment
in music, sports or arts helps with
their executive functioning and
communication skills, she said.
Since April, siblings Hisziqri

Muhammad Hiszar, five, and Hiz-
syafiyahHiszar, six, havebeen tak-
ing weekly art enrichment classes
at the MFS centre at Block 209
Ang Mo Kio Avenue 3.
Their mother, Madam Nurraish-

ahMahzan, 40, said that while her
daughter has natural artistic abil-
ity, her sonhas improvedhis draw-
ing skills significantly since at-

tending the programme.
Since she could not use theChild

Development Account to pay for
these classes, Madam Nurraishah
said shewashappy thatYou’veGot
Talent fully covers the cost of the
art enrichment programme for
both her children.
“For parents likemewho cannot

really afford the extra cost per
month, especially since I have two
kids, this is a great opportunity,”
she added.
Brothers Zhang Xuanhao, six,

and Zhang Xuan Chen, five, are
taking aikido lessons at the MFS
centre at Block 438 Bukit Batok
West Avenue 8.
Their mother, Madam Peng Jin-

lan, 38, said that not only have her
sons improved their physical coor-
dination and balance through the
sport, they have also learnt focus,
respect and self-discipline.
“Unlike typical sports, this class

emphasises mindset and control.
It helps them stay calm when fac-
ing challenges, and they better un-
derstand how to cooperate with
others through play,” she said.
Madam Peng, who works in

sales, said that enrichment pro-
grammes like these are extremely
valuable, especially for children
who have limited resources or lack
opportunities for outdoor physical
activity.
“Aikido allows children to re-

lease energy in a safe and struc-
tured environment, while also de-
veloping their social-emotional
skills.
“For pre-schoolers, this kind of

experience is something tradition-
al classrooms can hardly provide,
and it’s what they need as part of
their growth,” said Madam Peng.
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Children at an aikido class at a My First Skool branch in Bukit Batok West on Aug
18. Other enrichment classes include wushu and arts. ST PHOTO: BRIAN TEO

The authorities are considering
taking further action against what
LawMinisterEdwinTong saidwas
a “completely fictional” account of
events put out by Lebanese-Pales-
tinian American comedian Sam-
my Obeid over his cancelled
stand-up shows here.
The Straits Times understands

this could involve using the Pro-
tection from Online Falsehoods
andManipulation Act, Singapore’s
fake news law.
Mr Tong, who is also Second

Minister for Home Affairs, was re-
sponding on Aug 31 to the comedi-
an’s claims of censorship over ele-
ments in his cancelled perfor-
mance at Victoria Theatre that
would have been critical of Israel’s
actions in Gaza.
“Let me be clear – there was not

a single edit requested by IMDA
(Infocomm Media Development
Authority) on the script,” Mr Tong
told reporters at Siglap South
Community Centre.
“In fact, there were no commu-

nications with Mr Obeid on the
script, and his own agent has con-
firmed this. So what Mr Obeid has
described simply did not happen.
Why he has done so? I don’t
know,” he added.
The minister reiterated that the

sole reason that Mr Obeid’s appli-
cation for a performance permit
was rejected was that it came in
too late. He added: “The rules say
that licence applications have to
be submitted 40 working days to
IMDA before a show is put up. In
this case, he applied onAug15 for a
show on Aug 31. That is about 30
days late.”
Mr Obeid has denied lying. On

Aug 31, he posted a video on Insta-
gram in which an unidentified
person tells him over the phone to
remove “anything that has to do
with Palestine and Israel”.
“They’ve given us until 3pm to-

day,” the person is heard saying in
another video clip that was post-
ed. Thiswas afterMrObeid agreed

tomaking edits to his script for the
Singapore shows, which were
meant to be held on Aug 31.
The comedian did not say in his

post when the videos were taken,
nor did he identify the person on
the phone.
He has previously said that a lo-

cal representative organising the
show took over correspondence
with IMDA after Mr Obeid first
contacted the authority directly in
July.
Claiming that he had spoken to

other artistes and producers who
had made successful late applica-
tions,MrObeidwrote: “Even if the
issue was just that my submission
was ‘late’, then why was I asked to
make revisions before it was ulti-
mately rejected?”
This latest exchange came after

contrasting accounts were made
earlier by IMDA and Mr Obeid
about the circumstances leading
to the abrupt cancellation of the
comedian’s Singapore shows.
In an Instagram post on Aug 27,

Mr Obeid described multiple
rounds of script editing that ulti-
mately led to his performance li-
cence application being rejected.
While he did not name IMDA,

the comedian implied that it was
the Singapore authorities that
asked for the edits.
IMDA refuted this on Aug 28,

saying that it never requested ed-
its of the script. It said it had re-
jected the show because the appli-
cation from Mr Obeid’s local rep-
resentative was made on Aug 15 at
11.57pm – 10 working days before
the comedian was due to perform.
An arts entertainment licence is

required for a wide range of public
performances in Singapore, in-
cluding theatre, dance, art exhibi-
tions, literary readings and stand-
up comedy.
IMDA is the designated author-

ity for this process, and has the
power to request alterations to
scripts before they are approved.
On Aug 31, the authority set out

its timeline of events on social
media, noting thatMrObeid’s per-
sonal assistant had e-mailed IMDA
on July 8 to ask about the applica-
tion process. The authority replied

the next day with details.
The next set of communications

was on Aug 15, between the au-
thority andMrObeid’s local agent,
when the application was made,
IMDA said.
The agent was told on Aug 19

that the application was rejected
because of its tardiness, and made
an appeal onAug 20. IMDA replied
on Aug 25 that the appeal was re-
jected.
An IMDA spokesperson said in a

separate statement on Aug 31 that
the agent had told the authority
she was unaware that the comedi-
an would make the claims that he
did. IMDA said the agent also told
the authority that she had e-mails
and recordings showing that she
had repeatedly reminded him that
the application was late and that
no script edits were required.
Neither Mr Obeid nor the au-

thorities have disclosed who the
local agent was. It is also unclear
why Mr Obeid had submitted a
script, when stand-up comedy
performances are categorised as
unscripted under IMDA’s frame-
work. The comedian did not ad-
dress this in his latest post.
Stand-up performers are typi-

cally required to submit a synopsis
and a video recording of the per-
formance rehearsal or one of a
similar show that they have done
before, rather than a fully realised
script from which they are not al-
lowed to deviate.
Mr Obeid had said on Aug 27

that he was warned about the dif-
ficulty of putting on a stand-up
show in Singapore, claiming he
was told that a script had to be
submitted for approval.
He said he initially submitted a

10-page “heavily censored script”
that referenced Palestine a few
times and mentioned Israel once.
But this was rejected, he said, with
instructions to remove all men-
tions of Palestine and Israel, and
portions relating to audience en-
gagement during the show.
Mr Obeid had been booked for

two shows in the 614-seat Victoria
Theatre at 6pm and 8.30pm on
Aug 31, and had apparently sold
more than1,000 tickets, ST report-
ed previously.
The comedian’s cancelled Singa-

pore stop was part of an Asia tour
that will take him to 10 other cities
in Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand,
India, Hong Kong, Japan and
South Korea.
After the shows here were can-

celled, Singapore ticket holders
were informed that they could ex-
change their tickets for tickets el-
sewhere.
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