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Kids can get close to
animals, pick up life
skills at ZooSchool

Camp featuring
survival skills and
conservation among
offerings at school

Emerald Lo

Starting in June, children aged
three to 12 will meet animals up
close and develop life skills
through a new programme at Man-
dai Wildlife Reserve aimed at fos-
tering a deeper appreciation for
nature.

Set up by Mandai Wildlife Group
together with pre-school operator
NTUC First Campus, ZooSchool’s
1,300 sq m campus in Mandai fea-
tures indoor spaces modelled after
rainforest, freshwater and savan-
nah habitats. There is also a multi-
level outdoor playground.

Children will pick up life skills
such as knot-tying, map reading
and first aid, aimed at building re-
silience, critical thinking and fine
motor skills.

To complement their classroom
learning, they will also venture in-
to Mandai’s five wildlife parks,
which will serve as open-air class-
rooms. Guided by veterinarians
and animal care experts, the chil-
dren will have close-up animal en-
counters and go behind the scenes
to learn about wildlife conserva-
tion and animal behaviours.

“The world is running out of
time,” said Ms Belina Lee, deputy
chief executive (transformation
and growth) at Mandai Wildlife
Group, at the launch of ZooSchool
on May 16.

“We need our next generation to
grow up, not just thinking of the
traditional sense of success, but
that success also means being re-
sponsible to the environment.”

ZooSchool is a new addition to
Mandai Wildlife Group’s ongoing
efforts to create wildlife learning
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Children helping to fill eggshells with mealworms and tear strips of newspaper to
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bury the food, as part of an enrichment activity designed to mimic how foxes dig
for food in the wild, at the Fennec Fox exhibit at Singapore Zoo on May 16.

programmes for children. The
group hopes to scale up Zoo-
School’s reach to engage 50,000
children annually by 2030.

More initiatives are in the pipe-
line, including an overnight camp

food in the wild.

Five-year-old Clarence Lin,
from Little Skool-House (Alexan-
dra Hospital Branch), rated the

Children
watching as a
trainer interacts
with a fennec fox
at the launch of
ZooSchool on
May 16.
ZooSchool is a
new addition to
Mandai Wildlife
Group's ongoing
efforts to create
wildlife learning
programmes for
children.
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day a five out of five.

“Ilove to prepare the food for the
fox because I get to put the worms
in the eggs,” he said.

Ms Natalie Teng, 47, centre man-
ager for ZooSchool, said: “We
build on the children’s creativity,
asking them questions about how
and why these things happen.”

Wild Rescue Rangers is priced at
$520 per child from July onwards.
The fee includes all meals and
guided wildlife interactions.
While June sessions are fully
booked, camps for July to Septem-
ber are available for sign-ups via
the Mandai Wildlife Reserve web-
site.

Other programmes include Wild
Wonders, two-hour add-on adven-
tures at either the Singapore Zoo
or Bird Paradise. Participants will
uncover animal “superpowers”
and conservation mysteries dur-
ing the experience. The activity
runs from June to July and costs
$70 per child.

Programmes for pre-schoolers
will begin in July. These include
45-minute guided tours of the Sin-
gapore Zoo, Bird Paradise or River
Wonders, which cost $25 per
child.

For a deeper dive, a 315-hour
wildlife exploration programme
will take children through Rain-
forest Wild Asia or the Singapore
Z00, where children will learn sur-
vival skills. This is priced at $70
per child.

Friends of Mandai and NTUC
Union members can enjoy further
discounts.

For more information, visit
https://zooschool.mandai.com
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and a Parent-Tots Programme,
which will offer nature play ses-
sions for parents and their tod-
dlers. The latter is set to start in
2026.

At the launch, The Straits Times
had a glimpse of one of Zoo-
School’s key offerings, Wild Res-
cue Rangers - a three-day camp
featuring survival skills, animal in-
teractions and conservation activ-
ities.

After finding out how the zoo
cares for animals, the children at
the event learnt about animal hab-
itats and tried their hand at build-
ing an otter exhibit inside the
school campus.

They later visited the Fennec
Fox exhibit at Singapore Zoo,
where they filled eggshells with
mealworms and tore strips of
newspaper to bury the food - part
of an enrichment activity de-
signed to mimic how foxes dig for
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