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Starting in June, children aged
three to 12 will meet animals up
close and develop life skills
through anewprogrammeatMan-
dai Wildlife Reserve aimed at fos-
tering a deeper appreciation for
nature.
Set up byMandaiWildlife Group

together with pre-school operator
NTUC First Campus, ZooSchool’s
1,300 sq m campus in Mandai fea-
tures indoor spacesmodelled after
rainforest, freshwater and savan-
nah habitats. There is also a multi-
level outdoor playground.
Children will pick up life skills

such as knot-tying, map reading
and first aid, aimed at building re-
silience, critical thinking and fine
motor skills.
To complement their classroom

learning, they will also venture in-
to Mandai’s five wildlife parks,
which will serve as open-air class-
rooms. Guided by veterinarians
and animal care experts, the chil-
dren will have close-up animal en-
counters and go behind the scenes
to learn about wildlife conserva-
tion and animal behaviours.
“The world is running out of

time,” said Ms Belina Lee, deputy
chief executive (transformation
and growth) at Mandai Wildlife
Group, at the launch of ZooSchool
on May 16.
“We need our next generation to

grow up, not just thinking of the
traditional sense of success, but
that success also means being re-
sponsible to the environment.”
ZooSchool is a new addition to

Mandai Wildlife Group’s ongoing
efforts to create wildlife learning

programmes for children. The
group hopes to scale up Zoo-
School’s reach to engage 50,000
children annually by 2030.
More initiatives are in the pipe-

line, including an overnight camp
and a Parent-Tots Programme,
which will offer nature play ses-
sions for parents and their tod-
dlers. The latter is set to start in
2026.
At the launch, The Straits Times

had a glimpse of one of Zoo-
School’s key offerings, Wild Res-
cue Rangers – a three-day camp
featuring survival skills, animal in-
teractions and conservation activ-
ities.
After finding out how the zoo

cares for animals, the children at
the event learnt about animal hab-
itats and tried their hand at build-
ing an otter exhibit inside the
school campus.
They later visited the Fennec

Fox exhibit at Singapore Zoo,
where they filled eggshells with
mealworms and tore strips of
newspaper to bury the food – part
of an enrichment activity de-
signed to mimic how foxes dig for

food in the wild.
Five-year-old Clarence Lin,

from Little Skool-House (Alexan-
dra Hospital Branch), rated the

day a five out of five.
“I love to prepare the food for the

fox because I get to put the worms
in the eggs,” he said.
MsNatalie Teng, 47, centreman-

ager for ZooSchool, said: “We
build on the children’s creativity,
asking them questions about how
and why these things happen.”
Wild Rescue Rangers is priced at

$520 per child from July onwards.
The fee includes all meals and
guided wildlife interactions.
While June sessions are fully
booked, camps for July to Septem-
ber are available for sign-ups via
the Mandai Wildlife Reserve web-
site.
Other programmes includeWild

Wonders, two-hour add-on adven-
tures at either the Singapore Zoo
or Bird Paradise. Participants will
uncover animal “superpowers”
and conservation mysteries dur-
ing the experience. The activity
runs from June to July and costs
$70 per child.
Programmes for pre-schoolers

will begin in July. These include
45-minute guided tours of the Sin-
gapore Zoo, Bird Paradise or River
Wonders, which cost $25 per
child.
For a deeper dive, a 3½-hour

wildlife exploration programme
will take children through Rain-
forest Wild Asia or the Singapore
Zoo, where childrenwill learn sur-
vival skills. This is priced at $70
per child.
Friends of Mandai and NTUC

Union members can enjoy further
discounts.
For more information, visit

https://zooschool.mandai.com

Kids can get close to
animals, pick up life
skills at ZooSchool
Camp featuring
survival skills and
conservation among
offerings at school
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Children
watching as a
trainer interacts
with a fennec fox
at the launch of
ZooSchool on
May 16.
ZooSchool is a
new addition to
Mandai Wildlife
Group’s ongoing
efforts to create
wildlife learning
programmes for
children.
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Children helping to fill eggshells withmealworms and tear strips of newspaper to
bury the food, as part of an enrichment activity designed tomimic how foxes dig
for food in the wild, at the Fennec Fox exhibit at Singapore Zoo on May 16.
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Pasir Ris-Punggol Town Council
will work with the National Parks
Board (NParks) and animal wel-
fare groups to raise public aware-
ness, following the death of a
community cat in Punggol onMay
12, said Deputy Prime Minister
Gan Kim Yong.
In a Facebook post late on May

15, DPM Gan said many residents
had written in to share their feed-
back on animal welfare, after the
cat, namedShereKhan,was found
severely injured in the area.
“NParkshas assuredus that they

are looking into the matter,” he
said, adding that posters will be
put up to raise awareness.
Urging the public to treat ani-

mals with care, DPM Gan said in
his post: “Let us be a gracious so-
ciety, and show kindness and
compassion to animals.”
DPMGan became anMP for the

newly created Punggol GRC after
leading his PAP team to victory in
the May 3 General Election.
The case first came to light

after animal welfare group Luni
Singapore posted a public appeal
on its Facebook page on May 13,
detailing what it called one of the
most brutal cases it has encoun-
tered.
The injured cat was found in a

carpark near Block 326B Sumang
Walk, and the alleged abuse likely

took place on May 11 or 12, the
group said.
“Despite receiving immediate

veterinary care, Shere Khan did
not survive. The nature of his in-
juries points strongly to deliberate
abuse, potentially involving stran-
gulation or blunt force trauma,”
the group added.
NParks confirmed on May 13

that it is investigating the incident
as a suspected case of animal cru-
elty.
The case follows closely on the

heels of a separate incident on
May 9 in Yishun, where another
community cat, known to resi-
dents as King Kong, was found
disembowelled and with its eyes
gouged out.
In a Facebook post on the same

day, Law and Home Affairs Minis-
ter K. Shanmugam, who is also an
MP for Nee Soon GRC which cov-
ers the area, condemned the act as
one of “appalling cruelty”.
“What kind of person will do

this? This is not who we are as a
people,” he wrote.
Both incidents have sparked re-

newed calls for stricter penalties
against animal abusers and
heightened community vigilance.
Animal welfare groups, includ-

ing the Cat Welfare Society, have
intensified public engagement ef-
forts in the affected areas, appeal-
ing for witnesses and urging resi-
dents to report any suspicious ac-
tivity.

Town council to work with
NParks, animal groups to
raise awareness: DPM Gan
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Close to 18,000 people were
caught between January 2024 and
March 2025 for the possession
and use of e-vaporisers after the
authorities stepped up enforce-
ment efforts.
The Health Sciences Authority

(HSA) andMinistry of Health said
in a joint statement onMay 16 that
e-vaporisers and related compo-
nentsworthmore than $41million
were seized in the course of the 15
months.
HSA also led 50 successful oper-

ations against large-scale syndi-
cates that dealt in such products.
It prosecuted 27 offenders – 20
men and seven women aged be-
tween 20 and 46 – for failing to
pay their composition fines, and
took another 60 people to court
for selling e-vaporisers.
Those who failed to pay on time

for their vaping offences faced
harsher penalties, such as higher
fines or longer jail sentences, said
the authorities.
The group of 60 includes two

people linked to an e-vaporiser
syndicate case that involved more
than $5 million worth of the de-
vices.
Ivan Sin was fined $16,000 and

given 10 months’ jail, while Toh
Wee Leong was fined $14,000 and
given the same jail term. These are
theharshest sentences given toof-
fenders for smuggling e-vaporis-
ers so far, said the authorities.
A key figure of another syndi-

cate linked to a case that involved
more than $6.5millionworth of e-
vaporisers was nabbed in October
2024, and investigations are ongo-
ing.

During the 15-month period, 101
people were caught with e-vapor-
isers during checks involving
20,800 travellers at air, land and
sea checkpoints by HSA and Im-
migration and Checkpoints Au-
thority officers.
HSA is also working more close-

ly with local e-commerce and so-
cial media platforms to take down
online listings offering e-vaporis-
ers.
More than 6,800 online listings

of vapes and related components
were removed during the period,
more than double the 3,100 list-
ings removed in 2023, said the au-
thorities.
Another 15 people were identi-

fied and fined for posting photos
or videos of e-vaporisers on social
media accounts.
On the education front, schools

and institutes of higher learning
(IHLs) also stepped up efforts to
reinforce the anti-vaping message
and importance of maintaining a
nicotine-free lifestyle, the state-
ment said.
It said: “From January 2024 to

March 2025, nearly 118,500 stu-
dents from schools and IHLs were
engaged through educational
skits, peer-led initiatives and ou-
treach activities aimed at raising
awareness about the harms of
vaping.
“About 2,600 students were re-

ferred to HSA by schools and IHLs
for vaping.”
For students caught vaping, the

Health Promotion Board (HPB)
offers cessation support via tele-
counselling service QuitLine, and
on-site counselling by student
health advisers in some schools.
Nearly 1,800 youth received

counselling over the course of the
15 months.
HPB and the Ministry of Educa-

tionwill soon start a year-long vir-
tual cessation counselling pilot for
all secondary schools, slated to
kick off in July, the statement said.
Those found guilty of possess-

ing, using or buying e-vaporisers
can be fined up to $2,000. Those
who import, distribute, sell or of-
fer e-vaporisers and related com-
ponents for sale can be fined up to
$10,000, jailed for up to six
months, or both, for the first of-
fence.
Those who have been caught

vaping are reminded to pay their
fines promptly, said HSA, adding
that those who fail to pay before
the due datewill face harsher con-
sequences if they are prosecuted
in court.

Nearly 18,000 caught over
15 months for possession,
use of vapes; over $41m
worth of items seized
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More than 6,800 online
listings of vapes and
related components were
removed during the
period, more than double
the 3,100 listings
removed in 2023, said the
authorities.
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