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Singapore’s manufacturing sector
returned to growth in July with a
performance that topped market
expectations, according to data re-
leased on Aug 26.
Factory output expanded by 1.8

per cent in July year on year, with
all but the biomedical industry rec-
ording growth, said the Economic
Development Board (EDB).
It reversed the downwardly re-

vised 4.3 per cent contraction in
June, and beat the 0.2 per cent rise
that was the median forecast by
analysts in a Bloomberg poll.
Excluding biomedical manufac-

turing, output increased 3.4 per
cent.
On a seasonally adjusted month-

on-month basis, manufacturing
output expanded 10.1 per cent. Ex-
cluding biomedical manufactur-
ing, it grew 4.1 per cent.
July’s positive turn is in line with

the Government’s view that Singa-
pore’s manufacturing sector will
see a gradual recovery in the sec-
ond half of 2024.
In particular, the key electronics

cluster was projected to recover
more strongly, supported by robust
demand for smartphone, PC and
artificial intelligence-related
chips, theMinistry of Trade and In-
dustry (MTI) said earlier inAugust.
Mr Barnabas Gan, RHB acting

group chief economist and head of
market research, said that Singa-
pore’s manufacturing and trade-

related sectors will contribute to
overall growth in the secondhalf of
2024.
He noted that drivers for the op-

timistic outlook include stronger-
than-expected July industrial pro-
duction performance that topped
the market’s expectations, bright
spots in specific industries and the
relatively positive outlook on the
electronics cluster.
“We saw a strong expansion in

the key electronics cluster, specifi-
cally semiconductors, computer
peripherals and data storage and
other electronic modules,” he said.
EDB’s latest data showed elec-

tronics output expanded 2.8 per
cent year on year in July, after con-
tracting 6.7 per cent in June.
Within the industry, the comput-

er peripherals and data storage
segment jumped 34.9 per cent,
while other electronics modules
and components grew 6.1 per cent.
The semiconductors segment in-
creased by 1.9 per cent.
However, the infocommunica-

tions and consumer electronics
segment contracted 6.6 per cent.
Transport engineering output al-

so performed well, with output
growing 13.3 per cent in July. The
aerospace segment rose 21.7 per
cent, with higher demand for air-
craft parts and more maintenance,
repair and overhaul jobs fromcom-
mercial airlines. The land segment
saw 16.5 per cent growth.
However, the marine and off-

shore engineering segment de-
clined 1.2 per cent on the back of
lower project milestones met.
General manufacturing also rec-

orded an increase in output of 7.3
per cent in July.
The food, beverages and tobacco

segment grew 8.4 per cent on ac-
count of higher output of beverage
products, milk powder and cocoa
products. In addition, themiscella-
neous industries segment rose 6.8

per cent with higher production of
construction-related materials
such as ready-mixed concrete and
steel structural components.
Conversely, the printing segment

declined 0.5 per cent.
Chemicals output also grew – by

1.7 per cent in July. The petrochem-

icals segment expanded 8.6 per
cent, increasing from a low base in
2023 due to plant maintenance
shutdowns. The specialities seg-
ment also grew, but the petroleum
and other chemicals segments de-
clined.
The precision engineering clus-

ter also expanded – by 0.7 per cent.
The precision modules and com-
ponents segment increased 2.2 per
cent, led byhigher output of plastic
precision components and elec-
tronic connectors.
Conversely, the machinery and

systems segment declined 0.1 per
cent.
The only laggard in July was bio-

medical manufacturing, with its
output contracting 17.4 per cent
year on year. The medical technol-
ogy segment declined 1.6 per cent
on the back of lower export de-
mand for medical devices, while
the pharmaceuticals segment fell
27.4 per cent on account of a differ-
ent mix of active pharmaceutical
ingredients being produced com-
pared with a year ago.
DBS Bank economist Chua Han

Teng said: “The return of Singa-
pore’s manufacturing output to
growth at the start of the third
quarter of 2024 aligns with our ex-
pectation for a gradual recovery in
the second half of 2024, following
choppy performance in the second
quarter.”
He added that the manufactur-

ing sector has already benefited
from an electronics upturn since
the second quarter, and analysts
anticipate that the positive mo-
mentum will continue in the com-

ing months.
“Electronics, which accounts for

nearly half of Singapore’s factory
output, remains the most optimis-
tic cluster within the manufactur-
ing sector for the second half of
2024, according to the EDB’s latest
quarterly business expectations
survey,” Mr Chua said.
He added: “We continue to ex-

pect Singapore’s electronics firms
to capitalise on the global technol-
ogy upcycle, driven by the replace-
ment of smartphones and PCs, as
well as the broadening adoption of
artificial intelligence applications.”
ButMrChua cautioned that anal-

ysts remain vigilant about ongoing
uncertainties that could hinder
manufacturing improvement, such
as ongoing geopolitical conflicts,
which, if intensified, could disrupt
supply chains and weigh on global
trade and manufacturing activity.
Earlier in August, economists

said that they expected manufac-
turing to make a gradual recovery,
although the roadmight be bumpy
and uneven.
They looked to a broadening up-

turn in the tech sector that could
give manufacturing a boost.

Factory output back to growth in July, beating market expectations
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Advanced manufacturing and
semiconductors, as well as aviation
and maritime connectivity, are
new areas that Singapore and India
have added to a high-level platform

for discussing ways to enhance bi-
lateral cooperation.
These two additions to the India-

Singapore Ministerial Roundtable
are areas of significant opportuni-
ty for both countries, as well as
their companies, Foreign Minister
Vivian Balakrishnan told reporters
at Shangri-La Singapore after the

roundtable concluded on Aug 26.
Calling the ministers-only meet-

ing “productive”, Dr Balakrishnan
said it also sets the stage for an offi-
cial visit to Singapore by Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi,
which will “occur shortly”.
This is the second time that min-

isters from Singapore and India
have met through the roundtable,
after then Deputy Prime Minister
Lawrence Wong launched the in-
augural edition in September 2022
during a five-day visit to India.
Dr Balakrishnan said on Aug 26

that both countries want to collab-
orate on advanced manufacturing
and semiconductors – a sector that
India wants to expand significant-
ly, and one where Singapore
punches well above its weight.
India is also likely to see tremen-

dous growth in aviation in the
coming years, having ordered
more than 1,000 planes in the past
year alone.
In February, Air India ordered

470 planes from Boeing and Air-
bus, breaking a record for the lar-
gest-ever plane deal that had held

for over a decade. The record was
broken again in June when IndiGo,
India’s largest carrier, placed an or-
der for 500 Airbus jets.
This represents great opportuni-

ties for services such as mainte-
nance and air operations in the
coming years – another niche area
where Singapore and its compa-
nies are globally competitive, said
Dr Balakrishnan.
“A country with more than 1.4

billion people is nowembarking on

Prime Minister Lawrence Wong receiving a call from India’s delegation to the second India-Singapore Ministerial Roundtable on Aug 26. To PMWong’s right is India’s Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman, who is
with her colleagues: (from left) Electronics and Information Technology, Railways, and Information and Broadcasting Minister Ashwini Vaishnaw; Commerce and Industry Minister Piyush Goyal; and External
Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar. On PM Wong’s left is Singapore’s High Commissioner to India Simon Wong. PHOTO: MDDI/PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

Singapore, India add new areas to
high-level ministerial discussions

Anjali Raguraman
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Meeting productive, sets stage for official
visit to the Republic by PM Modi: Vivian
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More pre-schoolers from lower-
income families are set to bene-
fit from an increased amount of
support from NTUC First Cam-
pus’ (NFC) charity arm, Bright
Horizons Fund. From 2025, it
will commit $5 million a year –
up from $3 million currently –
to support pre-schoolers in My
First Skool centres in four areas:
financial, learning and develop-
ment, health and well-being,
and social.
The fund currently supports

about 6,400 pre-schoolers in
My First Skool centres, which is
nearly 30 per cent of enrolled
pupils.
With the increase, NFC is tar-

geting to help 7,000 pre-school-
ers from 2025, as enrolment is
expected to increase with the
opening of new My First Skool
centres.

SEE THE BIG STORY • A5

Pre-school •
Kids in need
to get boost

President Joko Widodo’s son
suffered another blow after he
was disqualified from Novem-
ber’s regional elections due to
his age. At 29, Mr Kaesang Pan-
garep falls short of the mini-
mum age of 30 required at the
time of candidate registration.
It is also a setback for Mr Wi-

dodo in his bid to establish a po-
litical dynasty.
MrKaesang drew the ire of In-

donesians in the past week. He
and his wife Erina Gudono trav-
elled to the US on a private jet to
visit the University of Pennsyl-
vania, where she will be pursu-
ing amaster’s degree, while vio-
lent street protests were erupt-
ing at home.

SEE THE BIG STORY • A4
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NTUC First Campus’ charity arm
Bright Horizons Fund will be in-
creasing the amount of its support
by $2 million a year to benefit
7,000 pre-schoolers from lower-
income families.
From 2025, it will commit $5

million a year – up from $3million
currently – to support pre-school-
ers in NTUC First Campus’ (NFC)
My First Skool centres in four ar-
eas: financial, learning and devel-
opment, health and well-being,
and social.
MrHengCheeHow, chairmanof

Bright Horizons Fund, said the
fund’s four pillars of support for
lower-income families are impor-
tant to help them holistically, in-
stead of just lowering fees for pre-
school.
“First, we lower the barrier to

come to school. Don’t let the fee be
the hurdle... Then (come) the pro-
fessional and technical support in-
terventions,” he said.
Mr Heng, who is also Senior

Minister of State for Defence, said
that it is equally important towork
on a family’s confidence and social
skills, provide family support and
form partnerships with the fam-

ilies for the good of the children.
“When they can see that what

we’re doing is actually value-add-
ing, and they can see the improve-
ment in their children, they can
then see the hope,” he said.
NFC’s chief child support officer

Louisa Chng said the fund, which
was started in 2008, has evolved
from mostly providing financial
aid through school fee subsidies
and support for schooling essen-
tials such as uniforms, field trip
expenses and Kindergarten 2
graduation expenses.
More than half of themoneywill

be used to enhance learning and
development support pro-
grammes for children.
Ms Chng said that since January

2024, an additional 800 children
and their families have benefited
from the fund, after support was
extended to families whose
monthly gross household income
is below $6,000, compared with
$4,500 and below previously.
The fund now supports about

6,400 pre-schoolers in My First
Skool centres, which is nearly 30
per cent of enrolled pupils.
NFC is targeting to help 7,000

pre-schoolers from2025, as enrol-
ment is expected to increase with
the opening of newMy First Skool
centres. Currently, it has 159 cen-

tres with 26,500 pupils.
NFC’s learning and develop-

ment support programmes in-
clude the development support
specialist programme, which will
be available in 16 My First Skool
pre-school centres in 2025, up
from eight.
Launched in 2023, this pro-

gramme sees four development
support specialists supporting 60
children who require medium lev-
el of early intervention support for
developmental delays.
In 2025, it aims to more than

double this support, catering to
135 children, with nine develop-
ment support specialists.
These include children current-

ly attending the Early Interven-
tion Programme for Infants and
Children (Eipic), those on the Eip-
ic wait list, as well as those who
have yet to be formally diagnosed
as needing early intervention sup-
port.
In the development support

specialist programme, teachers
will discuss these children’s pro-
files with the development sup-
port specialists.
The specialists will then join the

class and guide the teacher on
how to engage the child, as well as
create a tailored approach for each
child’s different learning needs.

right Horizons Fund also sup-
ports families’ health andwell-be-
ing through various initiatives
such as an infant nutrition pro-
gramme, which provides cash
vouchers from $200 to $800 year-
ly for families to purchase essen-
tial items, such as diapers andmilk
powder for their children up to the
age of three.
Madam Noratikah Suratman,

26, has three children, aged five,
four and two, who are enrolled at
My First Skool in Jalan Sultan,
near Beach Road.
The administrator in a real es-

tate company told The Straits
Times that as the sole breadwin-
ner in her family, she can be over-
whelmed by her job responsibili-
ties, parenting and tight finances.
Through Bright Horizons Fund,

Madam Noratikah and her chil-
dren have received support such
as the infant nutrition pro-
gramme, which has helped to off-
set some of the costs for diapers
and milk powder for her youngest
child, Nur Bima Fahlevi.
Her eldest child, Nur Aralyn Al-

isha, was identified by teachers as
needing extra support in literacy
and numeracy, and is enrolled in
the classroom support pro-
gramme.
“I believe that it helps to in-

crease the students’ engagement,
and the teachers tailor their teach-
ing methods according to the stu-
dents’ capability. Aralyn’s vocabu-
lary has expanded. She knows
how to create proper sentences
now,” Madam Noratikah said.
Ms Karen Lee, 43, who has four

children, aged 20, 10, eight and six,
is another beneficiary of the fund.
Ms Lee, who works in customer

service, is separated from her hus-
band and is the sole breadwinner
for the family. All three of her sons
were from My First Skool in Jalan
Sultan.
She said her family is coping

much better now since their fi-
nancial worries have improved
with Bright Horizons Fund’s sup-
port.
Her youngest son Branson Giam

was initially not enrolled in pre-
school as Ms Lee wanted to save
on enrolment costs and had her
mother look after him instead.
But after she noticed that Bran-

son had difficulty with speech,
she decided to enrol him so he
would receive the help he needed.
“They have helped Branson a

lot. He goes for therapy and works
with the development support
specialist,” she said.

7,000 needy
pre-schoolers
in My First
Skool to
benefit from
more funds

Charity to commit $5m a year to support
financial, learning, health and social areas

Elisha Tushara
Correspondent

elisha@sph.com.sg

Ms Vishaalini Vasanthanathan, NTUC First Campus’ (NFC) development support specialist, and My First Skool teacher
Oblena Angela Mari Zulueta engaging pre-schoolers in an activity. NFC’s development support specialist programme will
be available in 16 My First Skool pre-school centres in 2025, up from eight. It will expand support to cater to 135 children,
with nine development support specialists. PHOTO: NTUC FIRST CAMPUS

A National University of Singapore
(NUS) interdisciplinary research
centre, NUS Cities, and real estate
developer CapitaLand Develop-
ment (CLD) are set to work togeth-
er on research and programmes re-
lating to urban planning and de-
sign.
Under the partnership, an-

nounced onAug 26,NUSCities and
CLD will collaborate on three
fronts – awareness and engage-
ment programmes for the public,
academic research, aswell as spon-
sorship and capacity-building op-
portunities.
NUS said the two entities will

work on solutions for complex ur-
ban challenges, such as improving
urban liveability, decarbonisation,
health and wellness.
It added that the research could

involve case studies from CLD’s
portfolio of developments, which
include CapitaSpring, which has
been recognised for promoting
health and well-being through fea-
tures such as an open-air garden
that mimics a tropical rainforest.
NUS Cities director Khoo Teng

Chye said the collaboration will
support the centre in its mission to
create an open and inclusive plat-
form for education, research and
advisory services.
CLD chief executive Jonathan

Yap said the two parties will work
towards the environmental and so-
cial well-being of communities, by
leveraging synergies of CLD’s real
estate expertise and NUS’ research
prowess.
The collaboration was an-

nounced at an NUS Cities event
that featured a panel discussion on
green buildings and public health.
Moderated by Dr Lam Khee Poh,

the provost’s chair professor of ar-
chitecture and the built environ-
ment at NUS, the panel discussion
featured Minister for Sustainabili-
ty and the Environment Grace Fu,
Singapore Green Building Council
president Lee Ang Seng, Housing
Board deputy chief executive
Johnny Wong and CLD’s head of
sustainability Giovanni Cossu.
The panellists said there has

been increasing interest in green
buildings in recent years, with Mr
Lee noting that there has been an
“unprecedented focus on green
buildings” in the wake of the
Covid-19 pandemic.
He attributed this to increased

awareness of how air quality in in-
door environments may impact
building occupants’ health – so-
mething that green buildings that
are naturally ventilated can ad-
dress.
Mr Cossu said the market for

“wellness real estate” is growing,
with developers and building users
increasingly interested in how
buildings can be designed to pro-
mote physical, psychological and
emotional health.
Giving the example of the in-

creasing adoption of wellness cer-
tification for buildings across the
world, he believes the demand for
healthy design will grow in the
coming years.
Ms Fu, who cited the clean-up of

the Singapore River in the 1970s
and 1980s as an example of Singa-
pore’s commitment to public
health, said new challenges that
threaten public health will emerge.
Citing Singapore’s plan to

achieve net-zero carbon emissions
by 2050, amid climate change and
global warming, she said universi-
ties have a key role in leading edu-
cation and thinking about the “so-
lutions for tomorrow”.
“If the country has to decarbo-

nise by 2050, we need solutions
now. And the universities have this
important, critical role of showing
us the way to go, the pathway to
take,” she said.

NUS forms
research,
urban design
tie-up with
CapitaLand
Development
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Universities have a key role in
thinking about the “solutions for
tomorrow”, said Minister for
Sustainability and the Environment
Grace Fu. ST PHOTO: MARK CHEONG

Kuala Lumpur Mayor Maimunah
Mohd Sharif has rejected claims
that the city is unsafe for habita-
tion, as search and rescue efforts
for a woman who fell into a sink-
hole in Jalan Masjid India entered
their fourth day.
On Aug 23, 48-year-old Indian

national Vijayalaksmi, who was
visiting Malaysia, was walking in
the area when a section of the

pavement suddenly caved in and
took her with it.
There has been no trace of the

woman so far, except for a pair of
slippers believed to belong to her.
Kuala Lumpur City Hall said in a

statement on Aug 26 that the In-
dah Water Konsortium (IWK) will
use a jetter machine to break up
debris in a manhole located about
70m downstream from where the
incident occurred.
It added that the Fire and Res-

cue Department is also searching
for Ms Vijayalaksmi at the IWK

Pantai Dalam plant.
“IWK has already implemented

flushing at Manhole 5 from late
last night until 2am today, but has
yet to find any clues.
“To ensure seamless search ef-

forts, the public is advised not to
gather near the scene,” the state-
ment said.
At a press conference in the eve-

ning onAug 26,DangWangi police
chief Sulizme Affendy Sulaiman
said rescuers will continue with
the search until the victim is
found.

He said the rescue team is in-
serting camera technology de-
vices into underground pipes to
help with the search.
A task force has also been set up

to examine the soil structure in
the vicinity, he added.
Earlier on Aug 26, rescuers were

seen climbing down a manhole
about 50m from the sinkhole, Ma-
laysian news outlet New Straits
Times reported.
Personnel from the Fire and

Rescue Department, as well as the
Civil Defence Force, were seen

opening the manhole at about
9.30am. Some carried ropes and
other equipment as they climbed
into the manhole.
Singapore waste management

company Jetters Incz has offered
tohelp in the search and rescue ef-
forts for free, according to Malay-
sian news outlet Malay Mail.
The firm said it decided to offer

its services after learning that one
of the methods being used to find
the victim is flushing.
It said in a statement: “As spe-

cialists in this field, we would like
to offer our voluntary assistance to
support the ongoing investigation
and search efforts.
“Our team is equipped with ad-

vanced technology and possesses
the necessary skills to effectively
manage and navigate complex
drainage systems, which we be-
lieve could be instrumental in the
current situation.”
Meanwhile, a Facebook post by

an environmental activist in 2015
claiming that Kuala Lumpur had
the potential for a “giant sinkhole”
to appear at any time has recently
resurfaced.
Thepost said thatKuala Lumpur

was the most unsafe place in Ma-
laysia, claiming that 40 per cent to
60 per cent of the city’s founda-
tion is made of limestone.
It also said that unregulated de-

velopment and disorganised
drainage systems could increase
the likelihood of such sinkholes.
But Dr Maimunah stressed that

Kuala Lumpurhas beendeveloped
for a long time, and that there is no
solid evidence that points to it be-
ing unsafe for development, re-
ported Malaysia’s national news
agency Bernama.
Any such claims, she added,

must be backed by strong evi-
dence and thorough studies.
“In response, we have establish-

ed a task force, including the De-
partment of Geology and the Pub-
licWorks Department, to look into
and study this matter.”

Mayor rejects claims that city is unsafe

Christie Chiu

christiec@sph.com.sg

Search and rescue efforts for Indian national Vijayalaksmi, who fell into a sinkhole in JalanMasjid India in Kuala Lumpur on Aug 23, continued for a fourth day on Aug
26. There has been no trace of the woman so far, except for a pair of slippers believed to belong to her. PHOTO: BERNAMA

Kuala Lumpur sinkhole
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