Campaign to help parents build
safe digital environment for kids

Guides on how to
navigate online world
or limit device use
aAmMong resources

David Sun
Correspondent

When her nine-year-old daughter
does her school homework, Ms
Nuri Syafigah Shumaswan will al-
low her to have a short period of
screen time.,

Ard even then, her daughter will
be cxpected to sick srictly to
rules outlined in their signed First
Device Tech Agreement, which
will woek like a contract between
parent anel child.

The agreement, in the form of a
document that can be printed,
seeks to set out the boundaries
and healthy online habits the child
& to abide by before being given
his or her first device.

It comsists of rules that include
the child asking the paren far per-
mission befuse creating enline ac-
counss or downloading applica-
tions, and being careful of strang-
ers anline.

Ms Nusi Syafigah, wha warks in
the food and beverage industry,
saixl she will be using the First De-
wice Tech Agreement and all the
ather resources provicled by the
First Device Campaign (FDC) Sin-
papare to safely introduce digital
dewvices to her o daughters, aged
six and nine,

Resaurces developed for parents
include a series of animated videos
an how to navigste the online
workd, a parents guidehook on
bow o engage their children and a
magnetic planner boared to set lim-
its an deveos use.

Ms Nuri Syafigah’s Family was
one of about 90 families at the
campaign launch om March 23

The campaign by Touch Com-
munity Services is in partnership
with NTUC First Campus, and the
Launch was held at the Pasir Pan-
jang office of Google Singapare,
which is supporting the initiative,

The aim of FOC Singapare is ta
equip children above the age of
five with life skills needed to safely
navigabe an increasingly online
workd.

Mr fames Tan, the chisf execu-
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tive of Touch, said parents play an
important role and need to be

ipped with the knaw-how to
builid a safe digital environment az
hame.

Su far, Touch has reached out
thraugh schaols and other chan-
nels to 3,000 Eamilies with the free
FDIC resturces, with plans to share
them with more than 10,000 fam-
ilies i the next v years,

W5 Nuri Syafigah said she imme-
diately asked to be signed upwhen
she heard about the campaign
fram her child's pre-schoal.

“The Internet & a very big place,
and there are a lot of dargers like
inapprapriate cantert and coline
predators” she said.

“[ want by make sure that my
daughters are propery prepared
before letting them hawe their own
digital device. But before 1 can
must Jearn myselE”
Mrs Josephine Teo, Minister for
“vmmunications and Infarmation

GUARDIMG AGAINST OMLINE HARMS

The Internet is a very big place, and there are a lot of
dangers like inappropriate content and online
predators. | want to make sure that my daughters are
properly prepared before letting them have their own
digital device. But before | can teach them, | must
learn myself.
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S HURT SYAFIQAH SHUMASWAN, who works in the food and beverage
iredustry and has two daughters :;ed six and nine She said she will be using

the resources pr bry the First Dewice Campaign Singapore ta safely
imtreduce digital dem::: o her children.

arxd Second Minister for Home Af- how to ride a bicycle, we make sure

fairs, who was at the campaign
laumeh, saidl it was important to
help prosect chikdren.

She saic: “When they're learning

that we help them to put an trainer
wheels to begin with. And if they
reach the age when they are al-
lowed o drive, we put them

through driving schual ta get 2
driver’s licence.

“Eut we dort hove anything
similar when it comes to helping
wur children navigate the anline
vl

Mrs Tea added that while there
are many cppeetunities for learm-
iy caline, there are alse many
risks, and the campaign can help
mitigate these.

Wi can create an environment
where our children can learn
abaut the ealine world in 2 way
nm also keeps them relatively

she said.

‘quzkbzr, i we can all suppart
parents hetter in their parenthaod
journey, particuladly @ dealing
with the challenges that they will
have in supporting their children
in navigating the valine domain,
that's samething that is very mea-
ringful”
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