More help for My First Skool pre-schoolers with developmental needs
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Pre-school children with develop-
mental needs will receive more
support in the classroom, with a
new programme by NTUC First
Campus (NFC) that started in Janu-
ary as a three-year pilot.

The Development Support Spe-
cialist (DS5) programme, which
was launched on Wednesday, aims
to provide resources to help teach-
ers better integrate children who
require medium levels of support
into the classroom.

Currently, 60 children and 50
educators across seven My First
Skool centres are involved, and
NFC will review the initiative an-
nually. An eighth centre will come
on board by [uly.

Under the programme, profes-
sionals known as development
support specialists trained in earhy
intervention work cdosely with
teachers to identify goals for chil-
dren, such as building eye-hand
coordination, motor skills in feed-
ing and structured tasks, as well as
communication.

They provide tailored strategies
and hands-on help to address each
child’s learning needs while also
guiding teachers to improve their
classroom management.

Ms SunXuveling, Minister of State
for Social and Family Develop-
ment, said at Wednesday’s launch

at a My First Skool centre in River-
vale Crescent that the DSS pro-
gramme complements the Early
Childhood Development Agency’s
(ECDA's) efforts to make pre-
schools more inclusive, and better
support children with develop-
mental needs.

“Ower the next twoyears, we will

be adding 1400 more places to
support children with develop-
mental needs. We will serve 80 per
cent of children with developmen-
tal needs requiring medium to high
levels of early intervention support
by 2027, up from 60 per cent to-
he added.
DA will also implement its In-
clusive Support Programme in
maore pre-schools from 2026, she
said. This programme, which also
targets children requiring medium
levels of early intervention sup-
port, is currently inplace at two My
First Skool centres.

Ms Louisa Chng, NFCs chief
child support officer, said the new
D55 initiative does not replace the
need for intervention provided by
the Early Intervention Programme
for Infants and Children (Eipic) for
those requiring medium to high

SUpport.
It also does not replace ECDAS
Inclusive  Support  Programme,

which provides early intervention
within the pre-school setting.
Rather, D585 will cater to three
types of children: those who are in
Eipic, those who are on the wait list
to attend Eipic, and children who
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have not been formally assessed
bt are identified by teachers to re-
quire medium support.

“0wer the last few years, with in-
creased awareness and earlier di-
agnosis, we have seen an increase
in the number of children requir-
ing developmental support,” said

Ms Chng. They may have condi-
tions such as global developmental
delay, speech delay and antism.
Ms Xie Meng’s daughter Evelyn,
who iz 314 years old and has some
delay im her motor skills due to
muscle weakness, is on the DSS
programme at My First Skool in Ri-

vervale Crescent. She also started
attending Eipic three times a week
in January.

“She also has some delays in
speech and language, cognitive
and socio-emotional skills and dif-
ficulty in self help skills like feed-
ing herself, bathing and changing,”

Development

Evelyn Lai at My
First Skoal in
Rivervale
Crescent. Under
the newly
launched
Development

programme,
specialists like
Ms Vishzalini will
wiork closely with
teachers to
provide tailored
strategies and
hands-on help to
address each
child's learning
needs.
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said Ms Xie, 41, a part-time pre-
school teacher.

Since receiving more support,
Evelyn has been able to eat inde-
pendently and understand simple
instructions.
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