
Sue-Ann Tan 
Business Correspondent

The Workers’ Party (WP) has said 
it will continue to argue against 
the coming GST increase, which it 
does  not  support  at  a  time  of  
heightened inflation risk.

Instead, it will keep pushing for 
alternative ways of generating rev-
enue, such as wealth taxes or rais-
ing the reserves contribution ceil-
ing, the opposition party said yes-
terday in a Facebook post.

WP said the $1.5 billion support 
package announced on Tuesday is 
a step in the right direction, and 
will provide some short-term re-
lief  to  households.  But  it  noted  
that the package was funded from 
better-than-expected  fiscal  out-
comes from financial  year 2021,  
meaning it was not paid for by re-
curring revenues or the reserves.

With inflation for this year pro-
jected to hit 5 per cent – up from 
March’s forecast of 3.6 per cent – 
the WP said it cannot support the 
goods and services tax increase. 
“Inflation continues to rise, and is 
at a decade high, and Singapore-
ans are bearing the brunt of it.”

Separately, experts said the
package will help businesses and 
households, but more assistance 
might be needed if things worsen. 

They said that while the pack-
age will help lower-income house-
holds and companies hardest hit 
by inflation, it is not expected to 
significantly move the needle in 
terms of economic growth. 

The package includes initiatives 
such as $300 cash for eligible re-
cipients  and  household  utilities  

credit, while offering help for com-
panies, lower-wage workers and 
vulnerable jobseekers. 

Analysts believe these measures 
are just enough, without the risk 
of fanning the inflationary flame 
and worsening the situation. 

Maybank  Kim  Eng  economist  
Chua Hak Bin said: “The package 
is not too excessive, at about 0.3 
per cent of GDP (gross domestic 
product),  and  targeted  towards  
the lower-income households and 
firms hard hit by rising costs.”

RHB senior economist Barnabas 
Gan said any unexpected exacerba-
tion of food and energy inflation 
this year may require another fis-
cal response. He said the need to 
address  soaring  costs  is  para-
mount, given the rise in global food 
and energy prices and Singapore’s 
vulnerability to imported inflation.

UOB research  head  Suan  Teck  
Kin said the package is proportion-
ate to Singapore’s Budget position 
and does not require the state to 
draw  on  reserves.  “The  amount  
could  be partially offset by a
stronger tax revenue along with a 
steady growth this year, a recovery 
in  international  visitor  arrivals...  
(and) through exports, which have 
continued to perform well.”

Giving  support  packages in-
volves a careful balance, said Na-
tional  University of Singapore  
business professor Lawrence Loh. 

He said the solution must soften 
the blow of rising prices, but not 
create bigger problems like defla-
tion and a loss of jobs. The pack-
age will probably not be the last as 
cost pressures are expected to per-
sist for some time, he added.
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A programme that provides spe-
cialised support for children with 
developmental  needs  in  pre-
schools will offer more spots. 

There will be 100 places created 
over the next three years under the 
Inclusive  Support  Programme
launched last year, said Minister of 
State for Social and Family Devel-
opment Sun Xueling yesterday. 

Currently, 38 children from seven 
pre-schools are enrolled in the pro-
gramme by the Early Childhood De-
velopment Agency (ECDA). 

The programme caters to chil-
dren  with  developmental  needs,  
aged  three  to  six,  who  require  
medium levels of early interven-
tion support, and integrates their 
education and early intervention 
in a pre-school setting.

Ms Sun, who was visiting a My 
First Skool (MFS) centre at Blk 406 
Woodlands,  which  is  under  the  
scheme, said: “Adjustments were 
made to the infrastructure, for in-
stance,  to  the  tables  and  chairs,  
which will better enable our chil-
dren with developmental needs to 
learn alongside typically develop-
ing peers in the classroom.” 

Teachers also make use of tools 
and guides to enable the children 
to follow instructions step by step 
and learn effectively, she said. 

At  the  MFS pre-school  run  by  
NTUC First Campus (NFC), modifi-
cations have been made to accom-
modate children with needs such 
as autism and speech delay.

Ms Deniece Bidhiya, senior man-
ager in  NFC’s  child support  ser-
vices department, said low ceiling 
boards were installed in its two cen-
tres  offering  the  inclusive  pro-
gramme.  Besides  reducing  noise  
levels, this helps teachers manage 
their classes better, she said. 

An early intervention corner was 

also set up in each of the centres 
for therapists to have one-to-one 
sessions with the children, along 
with visual markers to help them 
follow instructions, she added. 

Since February, NFC has had 11 
children with developmental needs 
across two of its pre-schools – at 
Block 406 Woodlands Street 41 and 
Block 248 Kim Keat Link. It plans to 
take in at least five more children in 
the second half of the year. 

ECDA yesterday also launched a 
guide for parents and caregivers of 
young children up to six years old 
with developmental needs. 

The guide was jointly developed 
with the Ministry of Education, KK 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital, 
National  University  Hospital  and  
other partners. Ms Sun said it out-
lined some of the challenges parents 
may face, and help channels they 
could turn to, and gave information 

on milestones like enrolling for pri-
mary or special education schools. 

Madam Nur Sa’adah Mohammad 
Razif,  38,  whose six-year-old son 
Fahmi has speech delay and is at-
tending the MFS centre in Wood-
lands,said  he  had  improved  and  
could speak in full sentences. Before 
Fahmi  joined  the  inclusive  pro-
gramme, a bus took him from the 
pre-school  to  a  different  centre  
three times a week. “It was disrup-

tive as he missed lessons in the pre-
school and the travelling also tired 
him,”  said  Madam  Sa’adah,  who  
works in the tech industry. 

Real  estate  consultant  Andrew  
Yap, 49, transferred his five-year-
old son Jia Kai, who has global devel-
opment delay, from another MFS 
centre to the Block 406 Woodlands 
centre after hearing about the inclu-
sive programme.

“He had lost interest in school be-

cause he couldn’t keep up with the 
other  kids  and  couldn’t  under-
stand his teachers,” said Mr Yap. 

“But now he has grown in confi-
dence, and he enjoys time with his 
friends and learning with them. He 
can  also  speak  in  complete  sen-
tences. We hope that he can go to 
mainstream primary school, to be as 
normal as other kids.” 
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Minister of State 
for Social and 
Family 
Development 
Sun Xueling (far 
left) observing a 
lesson by early 
interventionist 
Rachel Lim at My 
First Skool at 
Woodlands Block 
406 yesterday. 
With them are 
K2 pupils (from 
left) Yap Jia Kai 
and Ahmad 
Hayyan, 
both five. 
ST PHOTO: 
JASON QUAH

Rei Kurohi 

Malaysia’s Deputy King and Sultan 
of Perak is  visiting Singapore at  
the invitation of  Prime Minister  
Lee Hsien Loong.

Sultan Nazrin Shah arrived on 
Tuesday and will leave tomorrow, 
the  Ministry  of  Foreign  Affairs  
said on Tuesday.

Yesterday,  PM Lee posted on  
Facebook a photo of himself with 

Sultan Nazrin, Foreign Minister 
Vivian Balakrishnan and the
president  of  the  Islamic  Reli-
gious and Malay Customs Coun-
cil  of  Perak,  Tan  Sri  Mohd An-
nuar Zaini.

PM  Lee  said  he  and  Sultan  
Nazrin discussed regional
developments and areas to
strengthen cooperation with
Perak, and that he was glad they 
could meet in person now that bor-
ders have reopened.

“Look forward to building

stronger ties between Singapore 
and Malaysia,  including  Perak.  I  
wish Sultan Nazrin a fruitful stay 
in Singapore!” PM Lee added.

Emeritus  Senior  Minister  Goh  
Chok Tong hosted Sultan Nazrin 
to lunch yesterday, together with 
professors from the Lee Kuan Yew 
School of Public Policy. 

ESM Goh said in a Facebook post 
that they had an engaging
discussion on income inequality,  
intergenerational mobility, and
the future of US-China relations.

Other  ministers  scheduled  to  
meet  the  Deputy  King  include  
Deputy Prime Minister and  
Finance Minister Lawrence
Wong; Senior Minister and Coor-
dinating  Minister  for  National  
Security Teo Chee Hean; Minis-
ter for Sustainability and the En-
vironment Grace Fu;  Education 
Minister Chan Chun Sing; Social 
and Family Development Minis-
ter  and Second Minister for  
Health Masagos Zulkifli; Na-
tional Development Minister
Desmond Lee; and Culture, Com-
munity and Youth Minister and 
Second Minister for Law Edwin 
Tong.

Sultan Nazrin will also receive a 
briefing on the Singapore Green 
Plan 2030.
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Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong 
will make a working visit to Kigali, 
Rwanda, from today to next
Monday, said the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO) yesterday.

PM Lee will be there to attend 
the Commonwealth Heads of Gov-
ernment Meeting (Chogm) from 
today to Saturday, said the PMO. 
He will remain in Kigali for an offi-
cial bilateral visit on Sunday and 

Monday, where he will meet Rwan-
dan President Paul Kagame.

This is the first time in four years 
that  Chogm,  usually  a  biennial  
event,  will  be  held.  It  was post-
poned twice because of the
Covid-19 pandemic and was last 
held in Britain in 2018, when PM 
Lee also attended.

The theme of this year’s Chogm 
is Delivering A Common Future: 
Connecting,  Innovating, Trans-
forming. 

“Leaders  will  review  develop-
ments in the Commonwealth and 
discuss salient global and regional 
issues,” said the PMO.

It added that PM Lee will hold 
bilateral meetings with other
Commonwealth  leaders  on  the  
sidelines of the meeting.

The  summit  this  year  will  see  
leaders from 54 countries gather-
ing in Kigali and is expected to at-
tract  more  than  5,000  partici-
pants, including government offi-
cials, business leaders and civil so-
ciety representatives.

In a media statement on
Sunday,  Commonwealth  Secre-
tary-General  Patricia  Scotland
said the grouping is a “bedrock”, 
which is rooted in shared history 
and collective aspirations, for its 

member states.
“At a time when multilateralism 

is  under  serious  strain,  Chogm  
offers a vital forum to deliver the 
objectives of member states and 
an opportunity to draw upon all  
the talents of the member states to 
deliver a smarter, more resilient, 
prosperous, confident and sustain-
able Commonwealth,” she said.

Key issues expected to be dis-
cussed by the leaders include sus-
tainability, Covid-19 recovery and 
economic vulnerability.

PM Lee will be accompanied by 
Foreign Minister Vivian Balakrish-
nan and officials  from the PMO 
and Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Deputy Prime Minister and Fi-
nance  Minister  Lawrence  Wong  
will be the Acting Prime Minister 
from today to next Tuesday, said 
the PMO.
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Prime Minister 
Lee Hsien Loong 
having tea with 
Malaysia’s 
Deputy King, 
Perak Sultan 
Nazrin Shah 
(second from 
left), together 
with Foreign 
Minister Vivian 
Balakrishnan 
and Tan Sri 
Mohd Annuar 
Zaini, president 
of the Islamic 
Religious and 
Malay Customs 
Council of Perak.
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Analysts say support package gives targeted 
help and will not fan flame of inflation
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package right 
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argue against 
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