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More  than  116,000  people  have  
signed up as SGSecure responders 
as at July, joining a pool of volun-
teers who are available to respond 
to emergencies such as fires and in-
cidents of cardiac arrest. 

This  is  up  from  more  than  
100,000 sign-ups as at January and 
comes with last month’s resump-
tion of the SGSecure roadshows,  
which  promote  community  vigi-
lance  and  arm  the  public  with  
emergency preparedness skills. 

In response to queries from The 
Straits  Times,  the Ministry  of  
Home  Affairs  (MHA)  said  that  
about  1,000  to  1,500  people  at-
tended  each  of  the  three  road-
shows it held at Causeway Point, 
Suntec City and Kampung Admi-
ralty last month. This is compara-
ble to the number of active partici-
pants in 2019 and 2020, before the
pandemic. 

At the roadshows, visitors learn 
how to spot suspicious behaviour, 
vehicles and parcels. They can also 
experience a simulated terrorist at-
tack to familiarise themselves with 
emergency safety protocol. 

Speaking to ST at the roadshow 
in Kampung Admiralty on July 31, 
Mr  Edwin  Tan,  director  of  the  
SGSecure programme office,
noted that the roadshows recreate
places like bus stops and cinema 
theatres because recent terrorist  
attacks around the world occurred 

at similar sites. 
“The  conventional  thinking  is  

that highly prized targets are em-
bassies and airports, but terror at-
tacks can happen anywhere and to 
anyone,” he said. 

“At locations where people con-
gregate and where there are fewer 
security measures, the public may 
be less alert because they are there 
to meet their friends and family.” 

MHA said last month that as part 
of  the  SGSecure  movement,  the  
Home  Team  has  been  working  
with various community partners 
to raise emergency preparedness 
capabilities, particularly for terror 
attacks. 

It made the Facebook post after a 
bomb threat was reported at Ever-
green Secondary School on July 21 
and swiftly determined to be false. 

Dr  Shashi  Jayakumar,  a  senior  
fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School 
of International Studies, said that 
with the rise of lone-wolf attacks, 
the public has an even more impor-
tant role to play. 

While there is no specific or im-
minent threat of a terrorist attack 
against Singapore, the Internal Se-
curity Department (ISD) warned 
in its annual threat assessment re-
port last month that self-radicalisa-
tion continues to be the primary 
driver of  the domestic  terrorism 
threat in Singapore. 

In  April,  a  29-year-old  Singa-
porean was detained under the In-
ternal  Security  Act  after  he  was  
found to have been influenced by 
the online sermons of foreign radi-

cal  preacher  Imran  Hosein  and  
practised knifing techniques. 

Dr  Jayakumar said:  “Lone-wolf  
attacks are harder to predict as the 
terrorists act alone and weaponise 
everyday  items  such  as  vehicles  
and knives.” 

But members of the public can 
tip  the  authorities  off  and  even  
small bits of information can come 
in handy, he added. 

Dr  Jayakumar  noted  how,  in  
2001,  a  tip-off  that  Mohammad  
Aslam Yar Ali Khan, a Singaporean 
of Pakistani descent, had claimed 
to know Al-Qaeda leader Osama 
bin Laden helped the ISD discover 
the presence of a Jemaah Islamiah 
terrorist cell in Singapore. 

At the SGSecure roadshows, the 
public can learn about signs of radi-
calisation  such  as  sympathising  
with terrorists and frequently visit-
ing radical websites. 

The next roadshow will be out-
side Hillion Mall in Bukit Panjang, 
from Friday to Sunday. 

Madam Noor Hana Maszlan, 35, a 
housewife who took her four-year-
old son and two daughters,  aged 
seven and nine,  to the SGSecure 
roadshow in Kampung Admiralty, 
said she was particularly impressed 
by the simulated terrorist attack. 

“I’m glad the kids learnt what to 
do in such a situation because paus-
ing to react may put them in dan-
ger. I think we all have a responsi-
bility to know how to respond in an 
emergency.” 
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Little Skool-House, one of the pre-school brands under 
NTUC First Campus, has started online enrichment 
classes for children between the ages of one and two. 

More than 100 children have been signed up for the 
programme, known as Golden Window of Learning. 
The classes, launched in August last year, are open to all 
children, including those not in NTUC First Campus 
pre-schools. They cost $159 a month for one language, 
and $299 for both the English and Chinese languages. 

Ms Coreen Soh,  general  manager of  Little Skool-
House, said the idea was to provide babies and toddlers 
who do not attend pre-school with the experience of 
group learning, and help parents find ways of engaging 
their little ones at home. 

The programme is developed by Little Skool-House’s 
in-house curriculum specialists and taught by teachers 
who specialise in drama. Ms Soh said eight to 10 chil-
dren attend each 20-minute live weekly session, which 
includes storytelling, singing and puppetry. 

Parents get weekly home kits with materials for activi-
ties, based on themes such as animals and the body. 
They also have online access to video demonstrations 
on learning activities conducted by the teachers. 

Ms Soh said the team has had inquiries from parents 
with babies as young as nine months old, adding that 
parents now are more aware of learning avenues for 
young children, partly because of social media and the 
Internet. 

Early exposure to varied experiences is important 
not because children should go to school earlier, she 
said, but because it can help parents learn more about 
their children, like their interests and learning styles. 

“Children at a very young age should be engaged 
meaningfully most times of the day. At 12 months old, 
they are absorbing… their neural synapses are form-
ing,” said Ms Soh. 

“It’s not about being kiasu (Hokkien for fear of losing 
out), but selecting meaningful experiences for both par-
ents and child to experience, learn and grow together. 

“But if they start to become disengaged… or show 
signs of distress, then maybe they are not actually learn-
ing, because they are not forming healthy relationships 
with whoever is facilitating at that point.” 

Civil servant Lynn Koo, 33, enrolled her daughter in 
the online English language classes from September to 
November last year, when the child was 19 months old. 
“At first, I was worried that her attention span would be 
short,” she said. But her daughter enjoyed the songs in 
the sessions, and learnt counting and new words, help-
ing her to be more prepared for pre-school, said Ms Koo. 
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Mr Clarence Lim and Ms Lynn Koo, both 33, with their 
daughter Desiree, two, who attended online English 
language classes. ST PHOTO: DESMOND WEE
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Their babies may not have taken 
their  first  steps,  but  parents  of  
children  born  during  the  pan-
demic are already sending them 
for classes to expose them to the 
world outside of home. 

From gym to movement to brain 
development classes, enrichment 
centres are reporting greater enrol-
ment rates this year for babies as 
young as three months old and tod-
dlers aged up to three years, after a 
slowdown amid Covid-19 restric-
tions in the past two years. 

Parents  said  they  are  sending 
their children for such sessions to 
help them in their  physical and 
social development, especially af-
ter the young ones missed out on 
many  social  interactions  during  
the pandemic. 

Mr Leslie Tey, director of enrich-
ment centre Sparkanauts, said its 

classes  for five-month-olds to  
two-year-olds  have  seen  an  in-
crease of 15 per cent in sign-ups 
this year compared with last year.
Its classes, most of which are full, 
include flashcard, music and bal-
ancing activities. 

Ms Grace Low, executive direc-
tor of My Gym, said it has seen a 
30 per cent increase in sign-ups 
and inquiries this year compared 
with last year for classes for chil-
dren two years old and younger. 

Ms Deanne Chong, chief execu-
tive  of  Growing  up  Gifted,  said  
that compared with last year, it  
has seen a 40 per cent rise in enrol-
ment in January and February for 
its classes covering phonics and 
pre-writing, which cater to chil-
dren aged 10 months to 31/2 years. 

She said parents have said that 
their children’s development was 
affected in the past two years. 

Ms Fiona Walker, group manag-
ing director of Julia Gabriel, said 
all its classes for children aged six 
months  to  three years  are  fully  
booked  and  have  waiting  lists.  
These sessions include songs, sen-
sory play, and art and drama. 

“Parents... do not wish for their 
children to passively watch televi-
sion or the iPad the whole day.  
Coming to our classes allows them 

to step away from the monotony 
of being at home,” said Ms Walker. 

Parent  Joen  Hsieh,  38,  said:  
“Covid-19 has robbed children of 
so much, so I want to give my chil-
dren such experiences.” 

Each  week,  her  21/2-year-old  
daughter  attends  seven  classes  
and her 14-month-old son attends 
five classes, including swimming, 
Chinese language and brain train-
ing. She forks out nearly $3,000 a 
month for these classes. 

“I’ve read research on the first 
five years being the golden period 
for  learning...  So  I  just  have  to  

spend a little more on the kids at 
this  age,”  said  Ms  Hsieh,  who  
works in sales at a construction 
company. Her husband, 42, is gen-
eral manager in the same firm. 

Mrs Cherie Chua, 38, whose two 
children, aged 21/2 years and eight 
months, attend classes at Sparka-
nauts and a gym centre, wanted 
them to have more social interac-
tions outside of home. 

“For my daughter who’s mostly 
at  home  with  my  helper,  the  
classes help to break the mono-
tony of being at home,” said Mrs 
Chua, who works in banking. 

Expert said that while the early 
years are important, children un-
der the age of three learn best in 
the context of a close child-adult 
relationship. 

Dr Lucy Quek, dean of curricu-
lum and programmes at the
National Institute of Early Child-
hood Development, said: “Learn-
ing takes place with the (primary 
caregiver) who has a close bond, 
interacts respectfully and respon-
sively with the child.” 

Daily routines like feeding and 
bathing, which can be sensory ex-
periences,  present opportunities 
for learning, she said. 
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‘Tuition’ for toddlers

Parents and their children at a session for babies aged 10 to 18 months at pre-school and education provider Growing up Gifted. Enrichment centres are reporting greater enrolment 
rates this year for babies as young as three months old and toddlers aged up to three after a slowdown amid Covid-19 restrictions in the past two years. ST PHOTO: KUA CHEE SIONG

Restrictions during the pandemic kept young 
children away from social interactions. Parents 
are now making up for lost time by sending 
them for enrichment classes.

Exposing little ones to 
world outside of home

Over 116,000 responders in 
SGSecure network as at July

What you can do on the SGSecure app 
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Report suspicious 
behaviour or items:
Submit photos, videos, text 
and your location. Suspicious 
behaviour could include 
someone driving a car and 
circling around an area 
repeatedly, while a suspicious 
item can be a parcel with 
wires sticking out.

Send alerts: The app 
has a function for 
reporting an emergency 
such as a bomb blast to 
a police hotline. This 
function can be used if it 
is not safe to talk over 
the phone, such as 
during a terror attack.
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Receive 
information from 
credible sources:
The Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs 
provides information 
on countries that may 
not be safe to visit.

Respond to 
emergencies:
Emergencies such as a 
�re or cardiac arrest 
are �agged on the app 
so that members of 
the public nearby can 
help.

MAKING UP FOR LOST TIME

Covid-19 has robbed 
children of so much, 
so I want to give my 
children such 
experiences.

’’MS JOEN HSIEH, mother of two 
young children. She pays nearly 
$3,000 a month for their classes.

Online enrichment 
classes to engage kids
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